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raising an opening bid o f  one diam ond. You have tenaces in
every suit and need to be declarer at any contract, particularly
one in notrump.

With Example 66b) in response to an opening bid in either minor 
suit, bid three notrump.With tenaces in every suit do not make the 
error o f  raising clubs.

W hen there has been an overcall the jum p raise remains preemptive, but 
the single raise changes. All good raises are shown by a cue bid o f  the over 
call. The single raise reverts to the older standard o f  minimum response 
values (5+ to 9- HCP).

Exam ple 67)

a) 4 J64 b) 4 K83
V 853 V 106
♦  KQ85 ♦  Q64
*  1092 *  KQJ75

In response to the opening bid o f  one diamond Example 67a) 
would bid one notrump. However, after an overcall in either ma 
jor suit, this responder makes a simple raise to two diamonds.

In response to the opening bid o f  one club Example 67b) would 
make a single (limit or better) raise. However, after an overcall o f  
one heart, cue bid two hearts to show a good club raise.

Major Suit Raises ________________________________________________________________________________________________

InVolume I major suit raises were discussed in their simplest form. Now we 
need to look at several facets o f  the major suit raise spectrum and deter 
mine what the best possible methods might be.

Constructive Major Raises_____________________________________________________________________________

Those who play constructive m ajor raises require that single raise o f  an 
opening major show 7+ to 10 HCP. An advantage does accrue when opener
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has more than minimum values and can try for game knowing that re 
sponder has sound values.

1 .The use ot this agreement requires responder with a three card or longer 
fit and a good five to a bad seven HCP to start by using the forcing  
n otrum p, then return to openers major at the two level.This opens the 
door to disaster for several reasons. When opener has a good hand and 
needs only to find a fit in the trump suit to bid game,its a guess whether 
to try or not. W hen responder returns to opener’s suit at the two level, 
does that show or deny a fit? O pener cannot tell. If opener assumes a 
probable fit and bids on, with no fit opener will get too high. When 
opener decides to be conservative and assume no fit, the game bonus 
available because o f  the fit will not accrue.

2. W hen responder conceals a fit to use the forcing  notrum p, the oppo 
nents are given tree access to the two level. A great many opponents will 
be able to overcall at the two level, thank you, but would be shut out o f  
the auction it a single raise required entry into the auction at the three 
level. W hen responder conceals a fit tor opener’s major and allows an 
opponent to enter at the two level, if the other opponent raises the over 
call should responder now show the concealed fit at the three level? No! 
If responder first bids a forcing  n otru m p  and then shows a fit at the 
three level, that hand must include game invitational values (9+ to 12- 
HCP).

3. Knowledge o f  a fit often will enable opener to compete when the oppo 
nents enter the auction. When responder conceals a fit for any reason, 
opener is rendered helpless.

Exam ple 68)

a) 4  J87542 
V 6
♦  AK
*  AKJ5

E xam ple 68a) opens one spade. R esponder uses the forcing notrump.
O pener rebids tw o clubs and responder bids tw o spades. W hat
does opener do next?
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b) 4  93 
¥  KJ85
♦  9872
*  Q4

c) 4 KQ3 
¥  8543
♦  8764
*  104

Example 68b) is a classic hand for the auction. Responder takes a 
preference to opener’s major suit with a doubleton.

If Constructive major raises have been agreed, responder 68c) would 
produce the same auction. The fact that responder has a true fit 
for opener’s major makes all the difference. If responder raises 
to two spades opener can try for gam e by asking for good  
trumps, and responder will bid four spades.

The plus side o f  the use o f  C onstructive m ajor raises is the facilitation 
o f  game tries on marginal hands. But opener can still make game tries with 
knowledge that the single raise might have been made with very minimum 
values.The minus side, however, is so devastating that this bidding method 
should be set aside entirely. Concealing fits from partner will usually create 
the worst possible result. When you can raise partner because you have a fit, 
D O  IT. And in competition d o n ’t be afraid to stretch a bit to show that 
important fit.

Exam ple 69)

WEST 
4 K104 
¥  K4
♦  9652
*  A1032

N O R T H  
4 J83 
¥  75
♦  J84
♦  KQ975

EAST 
4 72
¥  AJ10863
♦  A73
*  84

S O U T H  
4 AQ965 
¥  Q92
♦  KQ10 
* J 6
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When this hand was dealt in actual play South opened one 
spade and West passed. North should have raised to two spades,

have made two spades easily.

North, however, made the error o f  bidding one notrump. This 
allowed East to overcall two hearts. South passed and West had no 
better call than to raise to three hearts. North now bid three spades. 
Expecting a game invitational hand, South continued to four spades. 
West was quick to double and lead the heart king.The difference 
to North-South was minus 500 rather than plus 110.

Enough on this topic. Avoid disaster. Do not agree to play constructive  
m ajor raises.

Bergen Raises __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A very popular major suit raise complex has been created by bidding theorist 
Marty Bergen.This complex is based on the application of“The Law ofTotal 
Tricks” (see Chapter Eleven). Bergen suggests that when opener has hid a ma 
jor suit, promising at least five cards in the suit, whenever responder holds a four 
card fit, the auction should immediately reach the three level.

Here are the main facets to Bergen Raises.

1 .The single raise shows minimum response values and exactly three card sup 
port.

2. The minimum raise with four card support is shown by a jump to three 
clubs.

3.Jump raises to three in openers major show four card support and are strictly 
preemptive (0 to 6 HCP).

4. Limit raises with four card support are shown by a jump to three diamonds.

Exam ple 70)

which would have been followed by three passes. South would

a) *  94 b) 4  K53
V QJ106
♦  97432
*  85

y  K1096
♦  92
*  10742


